
WRITING TEMPLATE FOR LINKING-TO-LIFE FILM COMMENTARIES 

     You may begin 

         with a “hook” to draw the 

   reader into your commentary; 

                or a “mapping statement”  

        that tells  the reader what direction you  

     are going to go in on your commentary 

 

 take in your commentary 

Begins 

 broadly and  

narrows down to  

your thesis statement 

 THESIS STATEMENT:  “The main point”  

i.e., key idea / position / opinion you have 

on the film as it relates to Global Change 

issues addressed in our class 

SUPPORTING 
PARAGRAPHS 

The “body” of the  
commentary should include 
several paragraphs that  
discuss and support your 
thesis statement, including a 
discussion of any alternative 
views or arguments 

Each paragraph in the body 
should begin with a topic 
sentence that tells the reader 
what the paragraph is about 

The body should include 
EVIDENCE:  e.g.,  quote, fact, 
statistic,  image or action 
in the film that addresses your 
thesis statement and supports 
it, in addition to evidence that 
supports your response to any 
alternative views or arguments  
 
The body should also include 
your description of a 
FOOTPRINT +/or HANDPRINT 
that relates to your thesis 
statement and supports it CONCLUSION 

 RE-WORDED/ RE-STATED 

        THESIS STATEMENT 

Broadens to “wrap up” 

       your argument and 

           remind the reader 

                of the issue’s 

                     importance 

 etc.  . . . 

BODY 

The template was adapted from 

this resource  found at the Writing 

Center Handout websites  

provided by the UA’s THINK TANK 

 LIST SOURCES (other than the film or 
video itself)  for all quotes, 
supplementary information or 
ideas  that you use to substantiate 
statements in your commentaries.   
 
(For example: the Ecological Footprint 
website, the Handprint article, urls of 
other webpages you used, pages in 
textbooks and Class Notes).    

If you make a statement in your 
commentary in any of the above 
sections that is quoted from, or 
based on, one of your references, 
use "in-text" references.  

(An in-text reference is a notation 
in your text that refers to an 
item in your reference list. )   

For your reference list use the 
name-year CSE citation 
format. For a handbook on  
referencing,  CLICK HERE to 
see examples of how to cite 
different types of sources 
using the name-year CSE 
format. The site also gives 
examples of how to use in-
text references. 

REFERENCE LIST 

http://thinktank.arizona.edu/sites/thinktank.arizona.edu/files/writing-center-handouts/academic%20essay%20structures.pdf
http://thinktank.arizona.edu/information/writing-center-handouts
http://thinktank.arizona.edu/information/writing-center-handouts
http://thinktank.arizona.edu/tutoring/writing
https://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/DocCSE_NameYear.html

